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Dear Student and Parents: 

Summer can be a blast, full of fun and adventure, but did you know that students can encounter 
learning losses if they don’t read during the summer?  It’s actually called “the summer slide.”   

To help stop the slide, the English Department of Beulah High School has created a Summer 
Reading Program, a requirement for all Beulah High School students.  Our staff is committed to 
preparing students for the rigors and competition of high school courses, college admissions, and 
life in general. Summer reading also serves as an excellent vocabulary and reading improvement 
program that helps students become better writers and test takers, according to the research of a 
nationally recognized scholar, Dr. Stephen Krashen of USC.  A student’s academic success is directly 
related to his/her literacy or reading ability. 

Every student is required to read one literature selection (novel) appropriate for her/his grade 
level (list attached) and complete an assignment determined by each grade level teacher (also 
attached). 

The core books were chosen for challenging content, stylistic qualities, and entertainment value. 
They were selected by grade level teachers to support the thematic purposes of their classes. All 
students must complete testing based on the summer reading which will count as part of their 
English grade. These literacy tests will be completed during the first week of the student’s English 
course. (Note: All students should have finished reading their books before school starts!) The 
assignment determined by the teacher will be due during the first week as well. We recommend 
that students spend the final weeks of summer vacation looking over the book they have read, 
making notes, and preparing for the test.   

To help avoid costs, teachers have written grants for the sole purpose of purchasing multiple copies 
of these required books, so you may want to check them out through our school office. However, 
you might prefer to borrow the required books from the public library or purchase the book or the 
electronic version from a bookstore, such as Books-a-Million, Barnes & Noble, or on-line at 
Amazon.com.  Also, while your student is reading, why don’t you pick up a book, too?  This is a 
great way to model appropriate and desired behavior for your student. We have included an 
additional list just for you! 

Beulah High English Department 
  
Caution: All reading should be completed before school begins. 

“Six books: That's all it takes. Studies show that when a child reads as few as six appropriately 
grade-level books, he/she is likely to fend off summer reading loss and maintain the reading gains 
made during the previous school year. Not to mention the gain in adventure, new discoveries, and 
fun that a stack of six kid-packed summer books can provide. When a child reads even more, like 
eight, ten, or twenty books he/she can even gain ground, and return to school in August a more 
confident reader.”  
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REQUIRED SUMMER READING LIST 
For Grades 9-12 

 Choose one from the appropriate grade level. 
 

 
9th Grade Pre-AP and General 
Lord of the Flies by William Golding 

Antigone by Sophocles 
Divergent by Veronica Roth 

 
10th Grade Pre-AP and General 
The Pearl by John Steinbeck 
The Glass Castle by Jeannette Walls 
All Quiet on the Western Front by Erich Maria Remarque 
 
11th Grade General 
Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck 
Night by Elie Wiesel 
 
11th Grade AP Language 
In Cold Blood Truman Capote 
Into the Wild John Krakauer 
The Great Gatsby F. Scott Fitzgerald 
 

12th Grade General and AP Literature 
Invisible Man by Ralph Ellison 
The Hobbit by J.R.R. Tolkien 
The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood 
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SUMMER READING ASSIGNMENT 

 
FOR: STUDENTS RISING TO 9th GRADE (General and Pre-AP), 10th GRADE (General and 

Pre-AP), 11TH GRADE (GENERAL), AND 12TH GRADE (AP Literature and General) IN 
AUGUST 2017.   

Purposes:  
1. To continue student education into the new school year.   

2. To expose students to different reading they might otherwise not select.   

3. To assist with transitioning between levels of learning.   

 
STEPS TO AN “A”:  

1. READ THE BOOK, COVER TO COVER.  Take notes on the book as you read it.  OR, simply 

enjoy it for now.  Be sure to know what the plot of the book is, who the characters are, and what 

the author might be trying to say to you through the book.  

2. After reading the book all the way through, answer the following questions about it (see 

below).  BE SURE TO ANSWER WITH A COMPLETE PARAGRAPH.  AEC is preferable 

(Assertion, Evidence, and Commentary).  The following questions are applicable to ANY BOOK 

YOU WILL READ THIS SUMMER.   

3. You will turn in your answers to these questions WHEN YOU ARRIVE to your English class 

during the 2017-2018 School Year.  IF BY CHANCE, you are a new arrival to this school and 

you moved during the summer, you can still do this assignment.   

 
QUESTIONS FOR THE BOOK:   

1. Who was your favorite character in the book?  Please provide a paragraph with who your favorite 

character was and 3 specific reasons why this character appealed to you.  

 
2. Write about the PLOT of this book.  Tell what the INCITING INCIDENT was that set the action 

in motion, tell what the CLIMAX of the book is (the moment where characters must face the 

ultimate moment of choice) and the RESOLUTION (where the plot winds down to the end of the 

book). Summarize these moments and explain how you know they are the right events to 

describe.  

 

3. What do you think the AUTHOR wants his/her readers to understand, know, believe, or think 

about after reading this book?  Explain WHY you think this is the theme of the book briefly, 

using specific examples or quotations from the text itself to back you up in your assertion.    

Use a QR scanner to access an assignment document online or on your phone.   


